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Mr. Chairman, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

 
1. I have the honour to introduce the report of the Secretary-General on the updated financial 

position of closed peacekeeping missions as at 30 June 2019 contained in document A/74/574. 

Section IV of the report addresses the outstanding dues to Member States from closed missions 

with net cash deficits and the use of the closed mission cash balances temporarily for both regular 

budget and active peacekeeping operations. 

 

2. This report covers 29 closed peacekeeping missions.  As at 30 June 2019, 24 missions had 

net cash surpluses of $90.0 million, and the remaining five missions had net cash deficits of $85.6 

million. $62.9 million is owed to troop-contributing countries in the missions with cash deficits, 

pending the receipt of outstanding assessed contributions.   

 
3. During the reporting period ending 30 June 2019, cash surpluses in closed missions were 

used to alleviate occasional shortfalls in several active peacekeeping operations. This has been the 

case in MINURSO (Western Sahara), UNMIK (Kosovo), MINUJUSTH (Haiti), UNAMID (the 

hybrid mission in Darfur) and UNMISS (South Sudan), as well as RSCE (Uganda). In addition, 

during 2018, regular budget operations experienced a severe liquidity challenge that could not be 

managed within the liquidity mechanisms for the regular budget; both the Working Capital Fund 
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and the Special Account were depleted by September.  For the first time in the decade, the cash 

surpluses of closed peacekeeping operations had to provide a lifeline for continued regular budget 

operations in late 2018.  Again in 2019, the cash surpluses of closed peacekeeping operations acted 

as a critical supplement to the regular budget liquidity reserves, which were inadequate to sustain 

operations. 

 
4. During the 66th, 67th and 68th sessions of the General Assembly, the Secretary-General 

made proposals to address the issue of outstanding dues to Member States in respect of contingent-

owned equipment and letters of assist for closed missions with cash deficits (A/66/665, A/67/739 

and A/68/666). The Secretary-General also made proposals to address cash issues in active 

missions, such as requesting authorization for temporary cross-borrowing between active missions 

(A/67/739, A/68/666, A/69/659 and A/70/552). The Secretary-General also proposed the 

establishment of a working capital fund for peacekeeping operations (A/68/666, A/69/659 and 

A/70/552). The General Assembly has not approved any of these proposals. 

 
5. In the second resumed 73rd session, the Secretary-General’s report on improving the financial 

situation of the United Nations (A/73/809) included multiple proposals for addressing the liquidity 

problems in both regular budget and peacekeeping operations.  The General Assembly approved 

the proposal for cross-borrowing among active peacekeeping operations, on a trial basis, including 

the issuance of assessment letters for the full budget period  (resolution 73/307), but it did not 

approve the proposals for a working capital fund for peacekeeping operations or for increasing the 

working capital fund for the regular budget operations.   

 
6. As the liquidity challenges of both regular budget and peacekeeping operations are expected 

to continue, the General Assembly is requested to allow the retention of the net cash balance of 

$90.0 million available in 24 closed peacekeeping missions as of 30 June 2019 until the liquidity 

situation of both peacekeeping and regular budget operations has improved. 

 
Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, I look forward to the discussions on this item.  


